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School - Rowing in Austria



Introduction

Christoph Engl

• born in Linz

• started rowing in 1992

• member of the Austrian Rowing Team from 1995 to 2005

• studied sports science at the University of Vienna

• working for the Austrian Rowing Federation since 2005



Rowing in Austria

… is not a popular sport

But rowing is known as a healthy sport

and has a good reputation

Rowing is not part of the school system!



School - Rowing in Austria

• School – Rowing in Austria is based on co-operation between
clubs and schools

• The Austrian Federation can „only“ support clubs in finding and 
teaching young talents



Talent-scouting

• the club-coaches go into the school and introduce their club and 
„Rowing“ to the children

• coaches show the rowing technique

• children can try the ergometer

• 250 all-out-test

• documentation

• coaches invite children to their club



Talent-scouting



Talent-scouting



School rowing indoor-event

• in the course of the Austrian Indoor Championships

• beginners

• Team event on concept II

• 2000m for each team of four pupils

• Two age groups – 13/14 and 15/16

• Boys and girls



School rowing indoor-event



School rowing regatta

• beginners

• Two age groups – 13/14 and 15/16

• Boys and girls

• 500 meters

• 4x+



School rowing regatta
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Intention

• The intention is to use the co-operation between clubs and school
to get as much rowers as they need respectively as the coaches
can handle

• The Federation gets rowers for their selections out of the clubs

• Therefore the Federation is intrested in supporting the clubs
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Austrian Junior Team 2008



Conclusion

• even though rowing is not part of the austrian school system, the
co-operation between clubs and schools is very important for
finding new talents

• but the success is limited by the number of coaches!



Österreichischer Ruderverband – ÖRV
Sekretariat: Blattgasse 6 · A-1030 Wien

Tel.: +43/1/712 08 78 · Fax: +43/1/712 08 78-15
www.rudern.at · office@rudern.at 

Mitglied des Österreichischen Olympischen Comité
ZVR 990716094

Thank you for your attention


